                                              DEFENSIVE BIDDING AGAINST PRECISION SYSTEM
1. Factors in favor of Precision System:

    i) Against normal openings with 13+ points in other systems, Precision openings are 

       with11+. This gives an edge for playing in part scores, so important in Pairs contests in particular.

  ii) 1C opening defines minimum 16+ points while in SAYC it can be anywhere between 13 to 20 points. This permits employing Alpha/Beta/Gamma gadgets to ascertain quality of suits and support.
iii) On 1D opening (11-15, may be with three Ds), response of 2D promises good D support on which opener shows stoppers in side suits as a NT probe. 

iv) 2D opening (11-15) promises singleton or void in D and no 5 card major. This enables players to play even in a 4-3 fit at 2 level with poor point strength in combined hands.
The weak link in the system is 13-15NT which can be exploited by opponents to penalize them at low levels by doubling.

2. Defensive bidding against 1C opening:

The same principles of overcall, as in the note on Aggressive Defensive Bidding, apply. It is best to intervene at 1 level to disrupt opponent’s smooth exchange of information and eat up bidding space. Your partner can create more trouble in particular hands as discussed in the same note.
You must double holding an opening balanced hand to enable partner to contest a part game if his hand permits it.

Recommended: We have developed the concept of transfer bids against STRONG OPENINGS (in addition to transfer bids against NT openings as suggested in the original note). Double is transfer to 1D, and1D/H/S is transfer to 1H/S/2C.
  While transferring to 2C by bidding 1S, C suit should be very good as emphasized for 2 level overcalls in the original note.

   The main idea is that if we buy the contract, the partner plays. 1C opener is then on lead with KJxx, QTxx, AJx, AQxx etc. tenace holdings and normally loses one trick or indirectly promotes one trick for us.

   As a bonus, the transfer bid provides lot of safety and flexibility. Say you have overcalled 1H on 1C opening as transfer to S holding   KJTxx   xx   xxxx  xx. Your LHO passes. Your partner can pass 1H holding     x     Qxxxx       Kxx    xxxx.  It tells you that he has a singleton S and a H suit. If your RHO doubles, it is still open to you to bid 1S if you are holding, say, QJTxxx    x   xxx    xxx.
   In case your LHO doubles, in Precision System it is negative double showing 6-7 points. Your partner has further options. He passes showing 5 carder H and a singleton S, bids 1S with two or more cards and redoubles showing singleton S, maximum 2 or 3 cards in H but minimum 4 card support in remaining 2 suits i.e. D and C. You can then choose the next bid if RHO passes. Remember, the call of 1S is still available to you.
   Please see para 7 of original note where similar flexibility in transfer bids on a NT call has been brought out.
   The transfer bid causes difficulties for the LHO in bidding. Normally his suit is H but his double is showing point range and is not for penalty and with an 8+ point hand and 4 carder H, he has to bid 1NT. But what if he is holding KJxx in S and no stopper in H?  

   His 1NT call may be misconstrued by opener as a stopper in H and now NT will be played by the weak hand and not the strong 1C hand. On the lead itself, 1C opener’s 

  tenaces will be exposed to attack. With KJxx holding in S with 8+ points, LHO will like to play in 1S double but if he doubles 1H, he is showing less than 8 points. Problems galore. A spanner has been thrown into their oiled and smooth bidding machine by just 1H overcall. Stage is also set for your partner to create more havoc as brought put in the original note.
   Of course your partner will have to call “Alert” whenever you make a transfer bid on 1C opening.

  Other bids showing two suiters or length remain the same as in para – of the original note depending on comparative vulnerability and Rule of 2&3.

  The overcalls on 1C openings can be summarized as under:

   Double/1D/1H              Transfer to 1D/H/S      6+ points, minimum 4 card  suit, more of lead  indicative and causing interference.                                                                     With 13+ points, depending on responder’s bid and opener’s second bid, decide on your next bid.
1S                                     Transfer to 2C             six carder suit, Rule of 2&3. Points immaterial

1NT                                       15-17                       Balanced

2C                                  5-5 in S&D                      Weak/normal opening hand/strong 16+

                                                                                depending on COMPARATIVE   vulnerability (para- of original note)
2D                                   5-5 in S&H                                        Do

2NT                                 5-5 in H&D                                        Do

2H/S/3C/D/H/S              very good six or seven         Rule of 2&3

                                       card suit

3NT                                 Solid 7 card minor 

                                        headed with AKQ

3. Defensive bidding against suit openings :
As Precision openings are only 11+, your overcall double of 1D/H/S should  be on 12+. This is particularly necessary on 1D opening as opponents are most likely to steal a part game while your double will enable partner to bid H/S at one level or compete at two level. Partner should then give jump bid only on 11-12 points and cue bid with minimum 13+ points. Other bids retain the same character as in para 2 above. For 2 suiters, see para – of  the original note. 

Against opening of 2C, your double should be 13-15 with minimum 3 card support in remaining suits. 
With 16-18 and a stopper in opener’s suit, bid NT but with 19+, first double and then bid NT. With 16+, double even on unbalanced hand and raise partner or bid your suit next round.
4. Overcall against 1NT opening (13-15):
    To overcall, conditions have been explained in the original note including transfer bids. Question is “when to double?” This is a double edged sword. Your RHO has shown 13-15 points and if you are holding 13 points, there remain about 13 points divided between your LHO and your partner. If partner has 9-10, he will pass for penalty but if your LHO is holding them, he will redouble and you or your partner will have to scramble out in a 4 card suit at 2 level which may be doubled again.

Recommended: Double with 13 if non-vul but with 14+, if vul. Your partner must pass with 8+ as you have only a part game in sight as against a good penalty. If you have doubled on 16+ points, penalty will be really juicy. Even if in 10% cases, opponents make 1NT doubled, no harm is done. It does not give them a game, only part score but you stand to gain in 90% cases.
5. Reopening of passed 1NT call:

    In reopening position, you are holding, say 11 points. Opener’s partner has shown less than 10 points by passing. Your own partner has also passed showing less than 13 points. Probability is that your partner is holding 10-11 points and opener’s partner is holding 6-7 points. You must double as a balancing bid showing 11+ points and your partner must pass holding 10+ points. You have minmum21 points between you and opponents have only 19 or less. Your partner has the advantage of lead to establish his long suit and opponents have the disadvantage of making 7 tricks i.e. more than the average number of tricks. In 90% cases, you will get a penalty of 100 to 500 points as against only a part game which you may make.
If opener or his partner  take the double out to a minor suit, double even with 3 card holding in minor and be sure to lead that minor. The idea is to make them now play in 2NT, eliminating any advantage of cross ruffing. 90% times they will go down. If they take it out in a major, you or your partner should double only if you are holding 2 sure tricks in the major bid e.g. holding KQTx, KJTx, AJxx and should lead the trump from the safe hand at the earliest opportunity. This precaution is necessary as if they make the contract, they get an undeserved game while in case of minor, they get only part score.

With 0-7 points, pass. With 8-9 points, bid your suit. With both majors, even 4 carders,
bid 2C on which partner should employ transfer bids i.e. for preference in H, he bids 2D and for S, he bids 2H and you correct the call forcing 1NT opener on lead and making him lead from tenaces.
Write for any clarification.
